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Number, title, lecturer 
080263 S, Great transformations in Post-industrial Cities: super-diversity and social innovation 
 
Professor Dr. Ludger Pries, Faculty of Social Sciences, Sociology, Organisation, Migration, participation  
 
Tuesdays 16:00-18:00 (CET), the course will be hold in English and digitally in zoom, start: 13.04.2021 
Content: 

The Hungarian-Austrian social scientist Karl Polanyi characterized as “Great Transformation” 
(1944) the deep social change of the 19th and 20th century towards industrial capitalism and na-
tion states with corresponding tensions between market and state regulation, commodification 
and social norms and values, unleashed economy and participatory democracy. In the 21st cen-
tury, we observe deep restructuration and social change in all formerly industrial cities. These 
great transformations refer to legal and regulative frameworks, to social diversity and coherence, 
to cultural and cognitive mappings in arts and literature as well as to migrations and the use of 
space. Currently, climate change, digitalization, biotechnologies, transnationalization and pan-
demic-fueled restructuring of home and office as well as other social innovations boost the socio-
ecological transformations in post-industrial cities. 

This course offers an interdisciplinary overview of basic societal changes in big post-industrial cit-
ies. It is embedded in the efforts of the UNIC-network of eight post-industrial cities (Bilbao, Bo-
chum, Cork, Istanbul, Liège, Oulu, Rotterdam, Zagreb) to strengthen common teaching and re-
search activities and to boost mobility and inclusion of students and fellows between the partici-
pating universities.  

This course is composed by inputs of scholars from different scientific disciplines of the UNIC uni-
versities. All sessions will be organized digitally in Zoom and rely on a course on the Moodle plat-
form. Each session will begin with a live or recorded video conference of a specialized scholar of 
one of the UNIC universities.  

Participants of the course will then have the chance to deepen their knowledge concerning the 
related topic based on readings and discussions. Smaller working groups will produce specific out-
puts like papers, presentations or videos and bring together students from different universities 
and disciplines 

Conditions:  

Regular and active participation in Part 1 (Lectures, each Tuesday 16-16.30 CET, digital) and Part 2 
(weekly plenary and group work, each Tuesday 16.30-18.00 CET, digital); 14 sessions, zoom. Moo-
dle code will be sent via eCampus or email to all registered and accepted participants. participants 
can get a certificate of attendance, when participating actively in min. 12 sessions and in working 
groups/writing short essays) or a proof of performance (max. 5 credit points for RUB students) 
participating actively in min. 12 sessions and in working groups/writing short essays and writing an 
extended paper (Hausarbeit).  
All participants should contact their home university beforehand for the recognition of CPs!   

Participants: 

Virtual BA-course: Great transformations in Post-indus-
trial Cities: super-diversity and social innovation 
Registration and further information for non-RUB students: 
ludger.pries@rub.de 
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The course/module is for students, who finished introductory university courses (3rd semester on). 

Literature:  

Hall, Peter. 1997. Modelling the Post-Industrial City. Futures, Vol. 29 (4/5): 311-322. 
Tonkiss, Fran. 2013. Cities by Design. The Social Life of Urban Form. Cambridge: Polity Press. 
Hall, Suzanne/Burdett, Ricky. 2017. The SAGE Handbook of the 21st Century City. London:SAGE. 
https://www.unic.eu/ 
https://www.unic.eu/our-universities/ruhr-university-bochum/ 

 

Preliminary program: Interdisciplinary BA Course (14 sessions) 
 

13.04.2021 Lecture: Great transformations in Post-industrial Cities (PIC) – Introduc-
tion to course topics (Ludger Pries- Bochum, sociologist) 

Plenary/group work: introduction, course dynamics and attainments. 

Literature for all: Polanyi 1944, chapter 3+4 (Hall 1997; Rousseau 2013) 

Work task until next session:  

• Choose one seminal paper dealing with PIC. The paper should be 

related to one of the scientific disciplines of this course and prefer-

ably to one of the eight UNIC-cities. Deadline: 18.04.21, 8pm.  

• Read carefully Berger 2020, pp. 1-26. We will have a quiz on the 

text next session.  

 

20.04.2021 Lecture: The Memory of Industrial Pasts in Postindustrial Cities - Compar-
ative Perspectives (Stefan Berger- Bochum, historian)  

Plenary/group work: How are PIC approached in my discipline? Group 
work (related to UNIC cities) and final plenary session. 

Literature for all: Berger 2020: 1-26 (Berger/Golombek 2020) 

Work task until next session:  

• Continue researching the history of one of the UNIC Cities.  

• Read carefully UN-Habitat 2020, chap. 6 and submit one reading 
question or comment on Moodle. Deadline: 25.04.2021, 8pm. 

• Choose the UNIC City you want to work on Moodle. Deadline: 

25.04.2021, 8pm. 

 

27.04.2021 Lecture: Shifts in economy and employment (Marianne Saam- Bochum, 
economist) 

Plenary/group work: Discussion on the reading questions/ comments; 
group work and final plenary session. 

Literature for all: UN-Habitat 2020, chapter 6 (Marshall 2001) 

Work task until next session: 
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• Read carefully Grewal/ Grewal 2010 and Sharma 2015 and submit 
one reading question or comment on Moodle. Deadline: 
02.05.2021, 8 pm. 
 

04.05.2021 Lecture: Shifts in population, education, and social inequality (Sylvain 
Sebert- Oulu, epidemiologist) 

Plenary/group work: Discussion on the reading questions/ comments, 
group work and final plenary session.  

Literature for all: Grewal/ Grewal 2010; Sharma 2015 (Davidson/Wyly 
2012; Wattis 2013; Friedrichs 1996) 

Work task until next session:  

• Read carefully Schiller 2015. We will have a quiz on the text next 
session. 

• Prepare a short presentation on the history of your UNIC City and a 
possible focus of your final presentation.  
 

11.05.2021 Lecture: Shifts in governance and regulative regimes (Maria Schiller- Rot-
terdam, political scientist) 

Plenary/group work: Quiz on Schiller 2015, presentations on histories of 
UNIC Cities (group work) and focus on final presentations. 

Literature for all: Schiller 2015 (Scholten/Penninx 2016; Ley 1980) 

Work task until next session:  

• Read carefully Kisiel 2021 and submit one reading question or com-
ment on Moodle. Deadline: 16.05.2021, 8 pm. 
 

18.05.2021 Lecture: Shifts in culture, discourses and public life (Peter Goßens- Bo-
chum, comparative literature studies) 

Plenary/group work: Discussion on the reading questions/ comments, 
group work and final plenary session. 

Literature for all: Kisiel 2021 (Easlick 2021) 

Work task until next session: 

• Read Franklin 2016 and prepare Pros and Cons as to whether Bil-
bao is as successful PIC. Deadline: 23.05.2021, 8 pm. 
 

 25.05.2021 Short vacation week 

01.06.2021 Lecture: Super-diversity I: class, ethnicity, religion and gender (Ana Vidu 
Afloarei-Bilbao, sociologist) 

Plenary/group work: Presentation Group Bilbao and discussion, group 
work and final plenary session. 
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Literature for all: Franklin 2016 (Marshall 2001; Balibrea 2010; Balibrea 
2017) 

Work task until next session: 

• Read carefully Steinhilper 2018. We will have a quiz on the text 
next session. 
 

08.06.2021 Lecture Super-diversity II: social movement, migrant organizations 
(Claire Dorrity- Cork, political scientist) 

Plenary/group work: Quiz on Steinhilper 2018 and discussion, group work 
and final plenary session. 

Literature for all: Steinhilper 2018 (Vertovec 2019; Witkowski et al. 2019) 

Work task until next session:  

• Read carefully Szetela 2020 and submit one reading question or 
comment on Moodle. Deadline: 13.06.2021, 8 pm. 
 

15.06.2021 Lecture Super-diversity III: New forms of anti-racist mobilization in Eu-
rope (Marco Martiniello- Liége, social scientist)  

Plenary/group work: Discussion on reading questions or comments, group 
work and final plenary session. 

Literature for all: Szetela 2020 (Steinhilper 2021: 49-73) 

Work task until next session:  

• Read carefully Yüksel/Icduygu 2018. We will have a quiz on the text 
next session. 

•   
 

22.06.2021 Lecture Super-diversity IV: landscapes of social practice and belonging 
(Ahmet İçduygu - Istanbul, social scientist) 

Plenary/group work: Quiz on Yüksel/Icduygu 2018, Group Work, plenary 
talk on final presentations.  

Literature for all: Yüksel/Icduygu 2018 (Yuval-Davis 2007; Castles 1997; 
Migdal 2004) 

Work task until next session: 

Read carefully Kiese 2019 and submit one reading question or com-
ment on Moodle. Deadline: 27.06.2021, 8 pm. 

29.06.2021 Lecture:  The Challenges of Transforming Post-Industrial Cities into 
Knowledge-based Economies (Matthias Kiese-Bochum, geographer)  

Plenary/group work: Discussion on reading questions or comments, group 
work and final plenary session. 

Literature for all: Kiese 2019 (Gospodini 2006; Lang 2020; Clark et al. 2002) 
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Work task until next session:  

• Read carefully Moulaert et al. 2013 and submit one reading ques-
tion or comment on Moodle. Deadline: 04.07.2021, 8 pm. 

 

06.07.2021 Lecture: Post-Industrial Cities, super-diversity and social innovation  
(Tijana Vukojicic Tomic-Zagreb, social scientist) 

Plenary/group work: Discussion on reading questions or comments, group 
work and final plenary session. 

Literature for all: Moulaert et al. 2013 (D’Alessandro 2019; Mor Barak 
2005) 

Work task until next session: 

• Preparation for final presentations on your UNIC City. 

13.07.2021 Presentation and discussion of group work: characterizing my PIC 1, 2, 3 

20.07.2021 Presentation and discussion of group work: characterizing my PIC 4, 5, 6 

 

Registration and further information: ludger.pries@rub.de 

Registration deadline: 7.4.2021 (limited number of participants) 

www.sowi.ruhr-uni-bochum.de/sozomm/pries.html.en 

 

Literature:  

Alessandro, Ivana (2019). The intercultural city step by step. Council of Europe. 

Balibrea, Mari Paz (2001). Urbanism, culture and the post-industrial city: Challenging the ‘Barce-

lona model’. Journal of Spanish Cultural Studies 2 (2), pp. 187-210. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/14636200120085174  

Balibrea, Mari Paz (2017). The Global Cultural Capital. Addressing the Citizen and Producing the 

City in Barcelona. London: Palgrave Macmillan. https://doi.org/10.1057/978-1-137-53596-2  

Berger, Stefan (2020). Introduction. Preconditions for the Making of an Industrial Past. Compar-

ative Perspectives. In: Berger, Stefan, Ed., Constructing Industrial Parts. Heritage, Histor-

ical Culture and Identity in Regions Undergoing Structural Economic Transformation. New 

York: Berghan, pp. 1-26. 

Berger, Stefan, Ed. (2020). Constructing Industrial Parts. Heritage, Historical Culture and Identity 

in Regions Undergoing Structural Economic Transformation. New York: Berghan. 

Berger, Stefan/ Golombeck, Jana (2020). Memory Culture and Identity Constructions in the Ruhr 

Valley in Germany. In: Berger, Stefan, Ed., Constructing Industrial Parts. Heritage, Histor-

ical Culture and Identity in Regions Undergoing Structural Economic Transformation. New 

York: Berghan, pp. 199-215. 

http://www.sowi.ruhr-uni-bochum.de/sozomm/pries.html.en
https://doi.org/10.1080/14636200120085174
https://doi.org/10.1057/978-1-137-53596-2
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Cantat, Celine et al., Eds. (2019). Refugee Protection and Civil Society in Europe. Cham: Palgrave 

Macmillan.  

Castles, Stephen (1997). Multicultural citizenship: A response to the dilemma of globalization 

and national identity?. Journal of Intercultural Studies 18 (1), pp. 5-22. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/07256868.1997.9963438  

Clark, Terry Nichols et al. (2002). Amenities drive urban growth. Journal of Urban Affairs 24 (5), 

pp. 493-515.  

Davidson, Mark/ Wyly, Elvin (2012). Class-ifying London. City 16 (4), pp. 395-421. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/13604813.2012.696888  

Easlick, Kathleen (2021). Language as a resource: public sector discourse on the role of regional 

minority and community languages in integration and employment. Current Issues in Lan-

guage Planning. https://doi.org/10.1080/14664208.2021.1897381  

Franklin, Adrian (2016). Journeys to the Guggenheim Museum Bilbao: Towards a revised Bilbao 

Effect. Annals of Tourism Research 59, pp. 79-92. http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.an-

nals.2016.04.001  

Friedrichs, Jürgen (1996). Intra-Regional Polarization: Cities in the Ruhr Area, Germany. In: Frie-

drichs, Jürgen/ Loughlin, John O’, Eds., Social Polarization in Post-Industrial Metropolises. 

Berlin/ New York: Walter de Gruyter, pp. 133-172. 

Friedrichs, Jürgen/ Loughlin, John O’, Eds. (1996). Social Polarization in Post-Industrial Metropo-

lises. Berlin/ New York: Walter de Gruyter. 

Garcés-Mascareñas, Blanca/ Penninx, Rinus, Eds. (2016). Integration Processes and Policies in 

Europe. Contexts, Levels and Actors. Heidelberg: Springer Cham. 

Gospodini, Aspa (2006). Portraying, classifying and understanding the emerging landscapes in 

the post-industrial city. Cities 23 (5), pp. 311-330. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cit-

ies.2006.06.002  

Grewal, Parwinder/ Grewal, Sharanbir (2010). Can cities become self-reliant in food?. Cities 29 

(2012), pp. 1-11. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cities.2011.06.003  

Hall, Peter (1997). Modelling the Post-Industrial City. Futures 29 (4/5), pp. 311-322. 

Kiese, Matthias (2017). Regional cluster policies in Germany: challenges, impacts and evaluation 

practices. New York: Springer Science. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10961-017-9589-5  

Kisiel, Piotr (2021). Picturing an industrial city: green and modern? Postcards from Chemnitz and 

Lodz (1880s-1980s). Urban History, pp. 1-22. 

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0963926821000018  

Lang, Christine (2020). Workforce diversity policies in practice: drivers and barriers in local ad-

ministration. Ethnic and Racial Studies 43 (11), pp. 1961-1980. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/01419870.2020.1754444  

https://doi.org/10.1080/07256868.1997.9963438
https://doi.org/10.1080/13604813.2012.696888
https://doi.org/10.1080/14664208.2021.1897381
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.annals.2016.04.001
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.annals.2016.04.001
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cities.2006.06.002
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cities.2006.06.002
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cities.2011.06.003
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10961-017-9589-5
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0963926821000018
https://doi.org/10.1080/01419870.2020.1754444
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Ley, David (1980). Liberal Ideology and the Postindustrial City. Annals of the Association of Amer-
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8306.1980.tb01310.x  

Marshall, Richard (2020). Remaking the image of the city. Bilbao and Shanghai. In: Marshall, 

Richard, Ed., Waterfronts in Post-industrial Cities. London: Spon Press, pp. 53-73. 

Marshall, Richard, Ed. (2020). Waterfronts in Post-industrial Cities. London: Spon Press.  

Migdal, Joel S. (2004). Mental Maps and Virtual Checkpoints. Struggles to Construct and Main-

tain State and Social Boundaries. In: Migdal, Joel S., Ed., Boundaries and Belonging. States 

and Societies in the Struggle to Shape identities and Local Practices. Cambridge: Cam-

bridge University Press, pp. 3-23. 

Migdal, Joel S., Ed. (2004). Boundaries and Belonging. States and Societies in the Struggle to 

Shape identities and Local Practices. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

Mor Barak, Michàlle E. (2005). Managing Diversity. Toward a Globally Inclusive Workplace. Thou-
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ing, pp. 13-24.  

Pitkänen, Pirkko et al., Eds. (2018). Characteristics of Temporary Migration in European-Asian 

Transnational Social Spaces. Cham: Springer. 
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Scholten, Peter/Penninx, Rinus (2016). The Multilevel Governance of Migration and Integration. 

In: Garcés-Mascareñas, Blanca/ Penninx, Rinus, Eds., Integration Processes and Policies 
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Sharma, Kuhuk et al. (2015). Relationship between soil heavy metal contamination and soil food 

web health in vacant lots slated for urban agriculture in two post-industrial cities. Urban 
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